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naturally, as a result, no more cause jor war exists; but a
guarantee that the promises mil be carried outs is probably
necessary; that could probably be secured by a temporary
military occupation of a portion of- Serbia, similar to the
way we left troops in France in 1871 until the billions were
paid. On this basis I am ready to mediate jor peace with
Austria. . . . Submit a proposal to me, along the lines
sketched out, to be communicated to Vienna,"56
Thus the Kaiser was ready at last to yield to England's
request that he act as a mediator and advise Vienna to
abandon the idea of war with Serbia. But while Sir Edward
Grey had urged that Austria be dissuaded from any mili-
tary action, the Raiser was ready to permit it to the extent
of having Austria secure a tangible pledge that the Serbian
promises would be really carried out. Before the Kaiser's
proposal could be embodied in a despatch and communi-
cated to Austria, the latter, as we have seen, had already
declared war on Serbia. It .then remained to be seen
whether Austria, and especially Russia, would be willing to
accept the Kaiser's mediation proposal, which was sincerely
calculated to avert a European war.
Before the Kaiser's autograph letter to Jagow had been
brought 'from Potsdam to Berlin and put in the form of a
concrete proposal to Vienna, Bethmann had received irri-
tating news concerning Berchtold's attempt to rattle the
German sword, his persistent neglect of Germany's advice
to satisfy Italy,, and his secret intention to partition Serbia*
Bethmann had understood on July 5 that he was agreeing
to support Austria in her vital interest of putting an end
to the dangerous Greater Serbia propaganda; that danger
was now taken care of by the Serbian reply, if its promises
were duly carried out. He did not understand, and he did
56 William II to Jagow, July 28, 10:00 A.M,; and a similar note
by his secretary to Moltke, "who is entirely in a'ccord with my views;11
K.D., 293, and note 6 of new edition. Italics are the Kaiser's.